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Amendments to the Specification : 

At page 1, line 3 please add the following heading and subheading as shown 

below: 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1 . Field of the Invention 

At page 1, line 6, please add the following headings, subheadings and 
paragraphs as shown below: 

2. Description of the Related Art 

WO 01 14250 describes a process for preparing silicon nanoparticles, in which, 
in a first step, a halosilane is reduced with a metal in a solvent in order to form a first reaction 
mixture which comprises a metal halide, amorphous silicon and halogenated silicon 
nanoparticles. Since the amorphous silicon is obtained as a by-product in this process, details 
thereof are not described. Rather, the object of working up this first reaction mixture in three 
further process steps is to recover the silicon nanoparticles. The solvents proposed are various 
types of glycol ethers, possibly in a mixture with an apolar solvent. "Amorphous" refers to 
solids whose molecular building blocks are not in crystal lattices, but rather arranged 
randomly. Amorphous silicon (a-Si) can be prepared substantially less expensively than 
crystalline silicon and thus constitutes a material for which there is a great demand. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

At page 1, line 10, please add the following paragraph and heading as shown 

below: 
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According to the invention, the object specified is achieved in a process of the 
above type by using an apolar solvent as the solvent. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT(S) 

At page 1, line 14, please delete the following paragraphs as shown below: 

Such a p rocess is known. Fo r exam p le, WO 0114250 desc r ibes a p r ocess fo r 
pre p aring silicon nano p articlcs, in which, in a first step, a halosilan e is reduced with a metal 
in a solvent in orde r to form a fi r st reaction mixtu r e which comprises a metal halidc, 
amorphous silicon and halogcnatcd silicon nanoparticles. Since the amo r phous silicon is 
obtained as a by- pr oduct in this pr ocess, details thereof arc not described. Rather, the object 
of wo r king u p this first r eaction mixture in three fu r the r pr ocess st e ps is to r ecov er the silicon 
nanoparticles. 

The solvents pr o p osed arc various types of glycol ethers, possibly in a mixtu r e 
with an apola r solvent. 

Amo r phous r efers to solids whose molecular building blocks a re not in c r ystal 
lattices, but rather ar r anged randomly. Amor p hous silicon (a-Si) can be prepa r ed substantially 
less expensively than crystalline silicon and thus constitutes a material fo r which there is a 
g r eat demand. 

Acco r ding to the invention, th e object specified is achieved in a p r ocess of the 
above type by using an apolar solvent as the solvent. 
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